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The Advisor’s Corner
Greetings Florida Region!
Our region has been a four-star region for the past two years. To achieve five stars as a region, we must
have 50% of eligible chapters accomplish all five stars at the chapter level. Last year, we were at 47.3%.
One or two chapters more and we would have been there! To cover this gap, the regional officer (RO)
team will be responsible for implementing a chapter mentoring program to support Florida’s chapters
though the five-star process (https://www.ptk.org/Programs/FiveStarChapterPlan.aspx) and with Phi
Theta Kappa program development. The first step for everyone in the region should be to verify that the
advisors listed for your chapter are correct and their information is updated and to identify all chapter
officers on ptk.org. This will help our team (and their Region as a whole) identify who to contact for
your chapter.
The ROs have each been assigned chapter groups, usually local to their area (although this is not always
possible). Think of these ROs and their advisors as your personal guides who will assist you in any way
possible. They will reach out to each of you, offering assistance and advice when needed. If you are a
new chapter officer or advisor, feel free to reach out to them or their advisors at any time. The advisors
for these ROs are some of the most experienced in the region! The Five-Star Chapter Development
Program has been modified this year, creating options for achieving star goals without some of the more
laborious or previously costly methods should those have been a difficulty for chapters with limited
budgets or chapters have to travel long distances. Florida is, after all, a very large state!
Nearly half the region’s chapters already achieve five-stars annually. For those of you who do, if you
know of a chapter in need, maybe a sister chapter at your college, ask your RO if you can take the lead
and establish a buddy program with that chapter’s officer team. This will assist the region in meeting its
goals and working with another chapter can help both chapters achieve several of their own five-star
goals as well. Creating a united group of Phi Theta Kappa chapters creates a larger campus presence,
helping all involved with recruitment and awareness within your college’s administration. The Regional
Officers and their assigned chapters are listed below. We were so close last year! Let’s help the Florida
Region get all five-stars in Grapevine!
Tullio Bushrui, Assistant Regional coordinator, Advisor, Chi Epsilon Chapter
Anthony Cornett, Advisor, Xi Pi Chapter

Tackling Trash in Little Havana’s Streets
By Stefany Marjani
Should Little Havana be a place full of garbage, from empty soda
cans to used needles? Well, this is the view one gets when visiting this
emblematic and historic city in Miami. On March 23rd, 2019, the Beta
Kappa Iota Chapter at Miami Dade College Eduardo J. Padrón Campus
(former InterAmerican Campus), along with the City of Miami and other
organizations, collaborated to clean the Flagler area as part of a project
called “Clean-Up Flagler!” This was an initiative of the City of Miami to
which we enthusiastically joined. Our day started with the Major of the
City of Miami, Francis Suarez, State Senator José Javier Rodríguez, and
County Commissioner Eileen Higgins, delivering motivational speeches
to the attendees and promoting the event and volunteers in MiamiDadeTV
and social media. After the preliminary presentations, our 23 volunteers
grabbed safety and cleaning materials. We also connected with our
faculty, where our Dean of students, Dr. Troy, collaborated in this event
by cleaning the streets with the students, showing great appreciation for
our participation and for our community.
We were the biggest and most enthusiastic college group that
attended the event, singing songs and helping other groups to clean.
Because some high school students that cooperated in the event with us
saw our passion and union, they asked questions about PTK and our
college, and how to join both in the future. Because of this action, we also
promoted PTK and our college in our neighborhood, possibly having
future students of Miami Dade College and new members in our chapter.
After a long but rewarding day of hard work, we can successfully claim
that this is part of great things to yet come for everybody.

“We were cleaning the streets
when a resident spontaneously
asked to join the group. The
woman touched our hearts with
her willing act of helping and she
never asked for anything back.
We decided to thank her by
providing her some food and
raffle tickets to win Children’s
Museum free entrance tickets for
her family. Therefore, we can say
that we succeeded on impacting
this woman’s life, modest as we
think it was, as much as she
created an impression on ours.”
Stefany Marjani

WE WILL WII
BY KYLE STEPHEN KERLEW

Upsilon Eta, the chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa at Florida State College at Jacksonville is
excited to host its first ever combination Wii Game
Night and Membership Orientation. This event is
being put together as part of an effort to engage our
hundreds of new members that we’ve acquired by
working together with our administration to reach
out to the eligible students at our college. We are
especially excited to announce that we are
expecting about 30 attendees at this event. The idea
is that we would attract our new members by
combining a fellowship event with a membership
orientation. Traditionally, our chapter would just
do the membership orientation and answer any
questions raised. However, this time we will have
the membership orientation with pizza, soda, board
games and a Wii that we will invite everyone to
stay after to participate in as a way to build bonds
amongst our fellow members. We are hoping that
this effort will not only exemplify our members
one of the core pillars of Phi Theta Kappa, that
being fellowship, but also to allow the opportunity
for our members to find out what our culture is
like.
We find that many members join and
don’t ever engage with the chapter. We are trying
to counteract this by inviting chapter members to
event as soon as they accept membership. We
understand that many members work full time, go
to school, have kids, et cetera, but being Phi Theta
Kappans, we want to provide additional fun
opportunities for members to meet each other and
relax. We are hoping to host an event similar to this
at least once a month, perhaps as a way to
continually have members come back to our
meetings and be very familiar with Phi Theta
Kappa as a way to further promote our chapter as
they go on and tell other people about the
organization.

NAMI Walk
By Amanda Jimenez
The Chi Epsilon chapter, from Valencia College’s West Campus, participated in a service event
benefitting NAMIWalks, a 5K walk raising awareness and funds for mental illness support. The event was
held at Cranes Roost Park in Altamonte Springs. NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness, is the
nation’s largest grassroots mental health organization. The 5K walk helped further NAMI’s mission of
raising funds to provide education, advocacy, and support to improve the quality of life for individuals
with mental health conditions, their families, friends, and caregivers. Chi Epsilon’s volunteers helped with
the event set up and break down, greeted and registered attendees, and distributed water to the walkers
with a friendly smile. Chi Epsilon’s volunteers also had fun running the food, child care, and silent
auction stations, as well as talking to people from the community and hearing their stories.
The NAMI organization educates thousands of communities across the United States on mental
health support, advocates for public policy on behalf of people with mental illness and their families, and
provides information, tools, resources, and skills for volunteers and caregivers. NAMI also has a toll-free
Helpline support call and text number that is a much-needed lifeline for many individuals in crisis.
Chi Epsilon volunteers had great and meaningful experiences during the event, from interacting
with the children at the Kids Zone and serving food to hungry 5K walkers to jamming out to the Baby
Shark song. One of the best moments from the event was listening to the event speakers share their
personal stories dealing with mental illness. Listening to the struggles other people have faced is humbling
and motivational and serves as a reminder of why helping and caring for others is so important. The
volunteering experience at the NAMIWalks event gave Chi Epsilon wonderful memories and taught
members the true impact service has within a community. Being involved in community outreach is one
of the most valuable life experiences a person can have and can help form bonds between Phi Theta
Kappa members and members of the community. Chi Epsilon will be back to volunteer at the next
NAMIWalks event next year.

“Even though it
is so much work,
it is also a great
experience of
giving, for those
who participate.”
- Katarina
Weber

A Fresh Graduation – By Katarina Weber
Weber
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Sigma Mu Celebrates – By Marie Ream
On Tuesday, April 30th, the Sigma Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at Northwest Florida State College
gathered to celebrate the accomplishments of their members for the 2018-2019 school year. The guest speaker
Dr. Anne Southard provided uplifting remarks on how well Sigma Mu had done through the academic year and
commented on how proud the college was for all the hard work the students had put forth.
The Northwest Florida State College members of the 2019 All-Florida Academic Team were then
recognized. Mrs. Pierson, Sigma Mu’s advisor then awarded the Ross Hamilton Service Award to George
Caulfield for his hard work at the college’s basketball concessions. Also, Joanna Shoubaki was presented with
her award for winning the Fiction Short Story from the Florida Region contest. Next on the agenda was
awarding of Phi Theta Kappa Stole and Tassels to those who took part in Sigma Mu’s Enhanced Membership
Program. Sigma Mu members who participated in two meetings, two service project, and two activities relating
to either the HIA or College Project per semester received their graduation stole and tassel from the chapter.
There were 23 graduating members who earned their regalia for the Spring 2019 graduation.

Next, in the ceremony, the outgoing officers were thanked for their outstanding leadership. Sigma Mu
then inducted their newly elected 2019-2020 officer team consisting of President; D J Scott, Vice President of
Scholarship; Marie Ream, Vice President of Leadership; Sam Schlenker, Vice President of Fellowship;
Katherine Weiss and Vice President of Service; Matthew Nguyen. To end the ceremony, those in attendance
viewed the Year in Review slideshow that showcased all the events that occurred during the 2018-2019 school
year. Lastly, advisor, Donna Pierson was presented the Pillar of Hallmarks award by chapter President D J Scott
in recognition of all of her hard work and dedication to the Sigma Mu chapter of Phi Theta.

Regional Officer Training by Christine Grossman
When I joined Phi Theta Kappa, I had no idea what kind of ride I would be taken on. New opportunities
keep coming my way. Our chapter was elected to the Office of Fellowship at the Regional Conference, in April.
As the new President of the Rho Eta Chapter, at Lake Sumter State College in Leesburg, I had the opportunity to
attend Regional Officer Training at Valencia College, in May, led by Dr. Tulio (Valencia Advisor) and Professor
Cornett (Polk State College Advisor).
Since this is the first time Rho Eta has held Regional Office, we didn’t know what the inner workings
would look like. It is becoming apparent that a great deal of work and effort goes into receiving awards at
Catalyst. We began our training with a team building exercise, which involved guiding each other while
blindfolded with limited communication. Even though I walked Dr. Hicks into a few walls, nobody was seriously
injured, and the importance of communication was made crystal clear. Classroom training and group discussion
resulted in a decision for Florida Region’s three projects to submit for the Regional Awards for Excellence.
The Regional Officer Training was an incredible learning experience not just for me, but also for Dr.
Hicks. We got great ideas on ways to increase our membership, to engage our members, and to improve Rho Eta
as a Chapter. I knew prior to coming that I was going to be the “new kid” yet everyone was very welcoming and
that first day of school feeling faded very quickly. This experience gave me a true sense of that “family”
environment I have heard so much about in Phi Theta Kappa. Not only did I learn a lot, but I was able to
formulate relationships with other members as well as advisors. It was a small group which created a more
personalized experience.
I am so thankful to Phi Theta Kappa and the Florida Region. The confidence, knowledge, and
opportunities that I have gained in just a few months of participation are astounding. I am so excited for what the
future has in store for me personally, Rho Eta as a chapter and the Florida Region as a whole.

We’ll never forget the Communication
Workshop. Can you say, “Beta, Beta, Beta”?

Swamp Cabbage Festival
By Naesa Guajardo
Florida SouthWestern State College students from the Hendry/Glades Center participated
in Labelle’s annual Swamp Cabbage Parade on Saturday, February 23rd. With the project led by
members and advisors of the Beta Tau Pi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, students quickly caught
word and were eager to participate and show their “Buccaneer pride” on Saturday morning. With
such a small community and students often having busy schedules, it seemed almost impossible
to have the sufficient support needed. Yet FSW students were extremely dedicated to make their
Swamp Cabbage debut successful, not only for the personal satisfaction but also for the
community to witness and recognize the hard work that the students, faculty, and staff put forth.
The school and students wanted the Hendry County community to see how united the students
and staff at FSW are and hopefully encourage people to not only be interested in FSW but also
look into joining the Buccaneer team. Judges of the parade committee saw our student’s efforts
and awarded FSW 1st place in the youth and family category. All of this could not have been
accomplished without the collaborative effort of students, faculty, and staff.

