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Beta Pi Theta from Miami Dade College Hialeah Campus
The 1st Annual Miami Dade College Phi Theta Kappa Research Symposium
When our chapter saw the call for applications for the Mellon Grant, we knew exactly what we
wanted to do. We wanted to share our Honors in Action research with others, and we thought it would
be great to combine this as both a Fellowship event to encourage communication and a symposium to
learn valuable information with the various topics explored by other chapters. Miami-Dade College
has eight Phi Theta Kappa chapters, and six
of the chapters signed up for our event. Five
chapters shared their Honors in Action
research, and one chapter shared their
College Project activities. We had several
campus presidents attend, as well as deans
and chairpersons. This was a great
opportunity for the chapters to show them
what we do as Phi Theta Kappans, and it is
sure to garner us more support from our
administration in future endeavors and
events of similarity.
The chapters chose different formats
to share their information, including
PowerPoints, video presentations, and live
presentations. It was informative, insightful,
and plenty of fun to work with other Phi
Theta Kappa members at our college. We
had an incredible speaker who spoke about
the importance of studying climate change,
food insecurity, and being a true
Changemaker. As a token of our
appreciation, a gift card and an honorarium
was given to the speaker. We also had a
raffle for a care package of notebooks,
pens, and USBs for a winning chapter,
along with a gift card for another. All
chapters were awarded a framed certificate
of participation and were given books on
our Honors in Action topic of food
insecurity and climate change to increase
awareness. This was our first annual Miami
-Dade College Phi Theta Kappa Research
Symposium, and we are delighted by its
success and future potential.

Beta Upsilon Upsilon from Polk State
"When a College Project Becomes More Than Just That" By: Jhon Pierre Mendoza
Choosing a career path is tough for many students. How can one ease through the process of deciding
what to do for the rest of one’s life? Last term, our chapter worked on finding new ways to make the
decision process simpler for students. Our academic research on the topic led to the beginning of a
very promising, yet demanding project. We
worked on surveys and career assessments to help
students identify their passions and strengths
before deciding on a major. Why did we choose
this topic? Our research shows that undecided
students waste more money and too much time in
college. Therefore, there is a large group of
college students who decide to drop out because
college is too expensive and demanding. When in
reality, they are not taking the classes they need,
and consequently, they end up spending more
than necessary.
It has had a positive effect on both our college
and the chapter. We have grown much closer as a
group with everyone working using their
individual skills. That is also a bit of what Phi Theta Kappa means. We are an honor society that
embraces outstanding students. The things that I have learned as an officer in my chapter are
invaluable. I have become a responsible leader, a committed volunteer, a capable researcher, and a
better teammate. Although working in a team might be challenging at times, I have learned how to
manage those moments, and how to make the most of our teamwork.
What were the outcomes of our HiA project? We have a motivated college community at Polk
State College. Students have access to more and better resources to find their passions so they can
thrive within those passions. We shared an unforgettable experience between our officers, members,
and advisors. Our project will
continue with the help of the QEP
(Quality Enhancement Plan) at our
college as we were able to lay the
foundations for future students. I
must say that we could not have been
able to do anything without the help
of our college Quality Enhancement
plan team. They, along with other
talented staff and media members,
added a lot of professionalism and
experience to our ideas. I feel grateful
and enlightened. That only happens
“when a college project becomes
much more than just that.”

1515 Prudential Dr.
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Registration is
only $120
Check with your chapter advisor
for information on where and how to register.

Deadlines for Regionals
Registration is now open. Please go to flregion.ptk.org/events to register your chapter.
Hotel Reservation Deadline is March 1st 2022. Special rate of $119/plus tax until that date.
Workshop and Campaign Forms are due by March 1st 2022
HIA and College Project Poster Session Entries has been extended til March 1st 2022

Chi Nu Chapter from Eastern Florida State College’s Melbourne Campus
College Project: Revamping the Titan2Titan room
The Titan2Titan program at Eastern Florida State College helps EFSC students, faculty, and
staff in need through a food pantry and professional clothing closet, stocked through donations by
other members of the EFSC community and the general public.
Titan2Titan program needed a makeover. It looked like a secondhand store, full of clothes on
racks and a few pantry and personal hygiene items spread on a few camping tables. The vision was to
transform the room into a chic boutique store, where students and staff would feel welcomed and
impressed. Our team was determined to be creative and make this room inviting and ready for titans
to benefit from the Titan2Titan program.
The creativity unleashed, and the work bruised our bodies, but the legacy of revamping
Titan2Titan room was our motivation. We found a retail store going out of business 50 miles away,
and we drove twice to carry and bring the retail store furniture we purchased.
In a week filled with hard work, our team of five members managed to do the makeover that
the Titan2Titan room needed to open its doors. We managed to bring 24 professional retail store
furniture items inside the room, like free stand racks and dressers and five full-size mannequins,
through other miscellaneous items for beautifying purposes. We’ve arranged everything that was
inside and created a welcoming atmosphere. Finally, the Titan2Titan room was ready to open its
doors for all students and the staff needing pantry items, business-casual wardrobe items, and
personal hygiene items.
Our college administration was highly impressed by how quickly we managed to help them
and the amount of work we’ve put in. They appreciated us and expressed their gratitude every time
they had the chance to do so. We consider that the key to any successful relationship is good
communication. We proved ourselves as reliable in EFSC’s family.

Lambda Chi Chapter from Eastern Florida State College, Cocoa Campus
The Lambda Chi chapter of Eastern Florida State College has undergone many formal changes
in Fall 2021.
Every member of our chapter has gained personal development skills and strengthened
connections to campus administration thru various Phi Theta Kappa activities. This has given some
members the confidence to reach for higher academic endeavors and elevate their personal business
network system as they set to graduate this Spring term!
One member of Lambda Chi has recently gained admission into Florida Tech's Honors College
in Fall 2022, while studying Business and Environmental Science (B.S.) This student used
undergraduate research from Honors in Action as the strongest talking point during her intake
interview, as well as a strong recommendation letter from the administrator involved in approving
Lambda Chi's projects.
The research from our chapter's Honors in Action project focused on the Indian River Lagoona neighboring body of water currently seeing a downward spiral of health due to human progress.
Lambda Chi members discovered through advocacy collaboration with county leaders, how
local business practices could be changed to benefit the Lagoon. This student, who is also a business
owner in the construction trade, learned through a live
Lagoon seminar how they can make an impact through
small changes in the way their business is handled.
With heightened resumes highlighting the growth
experienced while pursuing PTK activities, Lambda Chi
members will carry the leadership principles discovered
through this honorary society within the academic arena as
well as their direct communities.

Did YOUR chapter make it to 5 STARS?
Standings for Florida Region as of December 2021

Three Star Chapters
Alpha Lambda Alpha Beta Upsilon Upsilon
Beta Xi Theta Chi Nu Mu Epsilon Phi Chi
Epsilon

Beta Xi Pi
Rho Eta Tau

Four Star Chapters
Alpha Gamma Kappa Beta Kappa Iota
Beta Phi Epsilon Beta Pi Theta Beta Theta Omega Eta Nu
Kappa Nu Lambda Chi Mu Rho Pi Lambda
Rho Tau Sigma Mu Upsilon Eta Xi Pi
Five Star Chapters
Alpha Gamma Delta Alpha Gamma Theta

Go to catalyst.ptk.org to register and get more information!

Have you earned your pins?

getanedge.ptk.org

The Athenian is the official newsletter for the Florida Region of Phi
Theta Kappa. Its purpose is to facilitate the exchange of ideas and
practices among the chapters in the region. Your Communication
Chapter is Kappa Nu.

EDITORIAL POLICY
CHAPTER MEMBERS
Chapters may submit articles between 300 – 400 words. The article MUST focus on one
activity, project, or idea. No “grocery lists” of chapter activities will be accepted. No
works of fiction will be published. Articles will be edited for grammar, mechanics and
excessive length. Submit all articles to ptk@cf.edu with the subject heading
ATHENIAN.

FORMAT FOR SUBMISSIONS
Articles should be submitted electronically in MSWord or rtf formats. Photos can be sent
as separate files. Jpeg is preferred.

DEADLINES
Submission Date

Publication Date

Issue #1

June 1st

June 15th

Issue #2

Sept. 1st

Sept. 15th

Issue #3

Dec. 1st

Dec. 15th

Issue #4

Feb. 1st

Feb. 15th

PLEASE NOTE: Articles which do not follow the above guidelines
will not be published nor receive credit for submission.

SUBMISSION FOR CONSIDERATION
FOR REGIONAL HALLMARK AWARDS
To be eligible to receive a scholarship to International Honors Institute, a chapter must submit
articles to two different issues of The Athenian.
Published by Florida Region’s Communication Chapter: Kappa Nu, College of Central Florida.
All images in this newsletter are from official PTK websites or are pictures submitted by individual chapters.

