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It’s scholarship season, and more than half a million dollars is
currently available to Phi Theta Kappa members through online
applications at ptk.org. These scholarships are for students
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seeking associate, bachelor’s and master’s degrees, so there
truly is something for everyone.
Take a look below at the breakdown of each scholarship. You’ll
even see what the judges are looking for in ideal candidates.
The Fall Scholarship Application
This is a common application for seven different scholarship
programs. The deadline to apply is 5 p.m. CT December 1.


All-USA Community College Academic Team: 20 awards of $5,000
each = Total awards of $100,000



Coca-Cola Community College Academic Team: 150 awards of
varying amounts = Total awards of $187,500



New Century Scholars: 52 awards of $2,000 each = Total awards of
$104,000



All-State Community College Academic Teams: numbers and amounts
vary by state = Over $41 million available

MAKING A SPLASH
ALPHA ALPHA KAPPA
Alpha Alpha Kappa Chapter’s members’ all share the same
ideas when it comes to our natural environment.
Additionally, we wanted to establish a tradition that could
easily be followed by future presidents and members. Our
Chapters’ ultimate goal is to create, secure, and inspire
others too, to want a cleaner community. We began by
teaming up with both Caps of Love and help Keep Brevard
Beautiful; we donate all acceptable caps to help children
obtain desperately needed wheelchairs, while also keeping
our county alluring to future tourists.
Our first action was making an agreement with Help
Keep Brevard Beautiful to host four clean-ups. We began
our journey by gathering the trash that occupies the
waters’ edge at Sandpoint Park in Brevard County. After
only a couple hours of gathering trash, our chapter
discovered that we had not only began making ripples, but
splashes. The first ripple was created by our cleaning the
shores of debris; which turned into splashes when we
received praise and help from local park goers, during our
clean-ups. We were all astounded by the different things
people were willing to toss in our local waters.
We knew then that there had to be a change and after
only a few clean-ups, we enhanced its appearance and
cleanliness. Our success so far has proven that it only
takes a few people to start a trend and others will follow.
Alpha Alpha Kappa’s unwavering resolve will sustain its
partnership with both Caps of Love and help Keep
Brevard Beautiful in efforts to continue making a
difference and inspiring those within our local community.

Phi Theta Kappa
President and CEO Dr.
Lynn Tincher-Ladner
introduces you to the
Golden Opportunity
Scholarship, which is
designed to increase
access to the benefits
of membership by
helping students pay
for membership when
they simply cannot
afford it.
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FLEEING THE VIOLENCE
OMICRON TAU
By Leonardo Peon-Chang and Elizabeth
Gonzalez-Valdes

Phi Theta Kappa Omicron Tau is the largest Phi Theta Kappa Chapter in the world! And
we are ready to make an impact, not only on a national level, but a global level. Throughout
the 21st century, more and more families are being displaced from their homelands. They
suffer several debilitating injuries and some suffer unimaginable hardships due to the lack
of aid and service provided by other countries. The scarcity of supplies takes a toll on their
health and their self-esteem. Therefore, we have teamed up with Church World Service, a
government organization that assists individuals and families that are forced to leave their
homes due to the severe levels of violence and persecution.
The Church World Service is also part of the United Nations and it aims to provide each
and every one of the refugees with job opportunities, housing, and a safe community that
cherishes all cultures and point of views. Omicron Tau decided to engage in aiding the
refugees transition by having over 1,500 Phi Theta Kappa members come out and furnish
apartments for newly arrived refugees. We also host several engaging activities for the young
children, who have grown to trust our members. The Church World Service and Phi Theta
Kappa hope to better the future opportunities given to those who have been harmed by
political differences. We have several refugee families from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Uganda,
Democratic Public of Congo, Cuba and Venezuela.
The impact that we have had on these families is not only a mere volunteer event. We hope
to continue our works by helping the Church World Service with acceptable donations and
provide families with mentoring programs that help them learn English. Phi Theta Kappa
Omicron Tau has decided to help refugee families for their Honors in Action Project.
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HONORS
CONFERENCE
KAPPA NU
Kappa Nu held the 2016 Honors Conference at
the College of Central Florida. It ran from July
15th – 17 and the topics ranged all across the
board. From Myth and Reality (Theme 1) to
Innovation and Replication (Theme 7) with a
little Nostalgia and Pathos (Theme 8) thrown in
on the side. The first day we had a warm
welcome from Dr. Mark Paugh, CF’s Vice
President of Academic Affairs. There was a
Regional Officer update/ introduction and an
overview of the International Honors Institute.
On Saturday we had guest speaker Dr. Ron
Cooper, (Author “The Gospel of the Twin”,
“Purple Jesus”, “Hume’s Fork” and CF
Professor. He spoke about “Burned Bras,
Boogeymen, Cherry Trees, and Gods: Getting
Real about Myths.” He was delightfully
entertaining and brought a unique perspective
to the Theme “Myth and Reality”. After his
talk, we broke out into 3 different groups to
discuss what we took away from that.
th

The second session was a video based on Theme
2 (Individualism and Collectivism) and Theme 3
(Rights and Responsibilities). The speaker was
Hugh Evans (TED Talk) and he spoke about
“What does it mean to be a citizen of the
world?” We broke out into smaller groups again
and discussed what we took away from
this. This speaker really reached a lot of us. In
my group, we discussed things like how there is
power in Social Media, Poverty and Global
Citizen. The last is actually something that the
speaker created. It’s a social action platform
for a global generation that wants to solve the
world’s biggest challenges.
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CLEAN WATER
ALPHA GAMMA DELTA
In August some of our Honors in Action team members and our advisor, Dr. Pino attended
the Big Sugar Summit in West Palm Beach. It was a great learning experience! We learned
that the big sugar companies in Florida have played a major role in much of what is ailing our
fragile environment. Sugarcane is a major crop in Florida. For decades the big sugar
corporations have received government handouts and price protection, while ignoring the
side effects of pollution to our water and air. Big Sugar in Florida constantly burns the
sugarcane in their production process and this causes black ash particles to fall on the
people who live close to the fields. Other countries such as Australia and Brazil do not burn
their sugarcane. Instead, they using machinery to cut the cane. So why is Big Sugar doing
this in Florida?
One speaker, Kina Phillips spoke passionately about how she became an activist to protect
the health of the people in her community near Pahokee. Many of the children in her
community suffer from asthma due to the air pollution. Another great speaker was Betty
Osceola from the Miccosukee tribe. She informed us that the Indian tribes of Florida have
started legal action to hold the Federal government accountable to the agreement that all
tribal lands within our state would be kept free from any pollution. Dr. Larry Bland from the
University of Miami shared his research on the health effects of algae blooms. We are
looking forward to sharing what we have learned about the water issues in Florida at the
Miami Dade College Medical Campus and community. Everyone needs to care about clean
water! Vote for those people who care about the health of our waters.
Ultimately, we came to the conclusion that it was a focus on the development of our
teamwork and leadership that’s taken us to this point, but that it would require a serious
paradigm shift towards fellowship and the community to truly cement our chapter’s
permanency, and hold on to the growth that we’ve managed to achieve so far. We’re eager to
step up to the challenge, and we know that we’ll leave our chapter better than we found it –
just as the executive board before us did.
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GET ACQUAINTED DAY
ALPHA EPSILON UPSILON
Alpha Epsilon Upsilon from Pasco-Hernando State College had a fun-filled week of
interactions with students and professors during welcome week. These events during
the end of the month started off on Friday, August 19th. Get Acquainted Day allowed
our chapter to have a table in the section between all of the buildings. Throughout
this day, we had officers stand at the table and hand –out flyers to potential Phi Theta
Kappa members. This allowed new students at PHSC to see the available clubs and
want to be involved on the campus. Monday, August 22nd was the first day of class.
We started off the new school year for students with faculty, staff, and student
leaders handing out planners and treats while promoting the annual kayaking trip at
Weeki Wachee Springs State Park. Throughout the week there was a lot of energy and
excitement on campus. Student Activities arranged for professional jugglers to come
out and create a fun atmosphere while mixes of top hits were playing on the stereo
system. We also offered students an array of food items such as pizza, pretzels, subs,
custards and other tasty treats. Vendors handed out tons of free items and
promotional products. Army recruiters were on campus in support of our veterans
club. Intramurals had inflatables with nets to catch footballs and soccer balls, a huge
challenge to aim into those tiny holes. There was a station for decorating glasses and
wooden plaques, a station for filling up bottles with colored sand as well as Segway
adventures. Overall, we did manage to attract interest from some students in joining
PTK. We advertised our first meeting, benefits to joining, and our events for the
month of September. In return PTK has gained several leads for fundraising events as
well as tons of potential new members. Student activities did a phenomenal job at
creating an inviting atmosphere for new students to explore the clubs/organizations on
campus. This social event is “key” to sparking interest in PTK. Hopefully this interest
leads to growth of attendance and participation for the new academic year.
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CHAPTER MEETINGS
ALPHA XI ETA
The Saint John’s River State College Phi Theta Kappa chapter, Alpha Xi Eta, started the
semester with a rejuvenated sense of enthusiasm and direction as they held their first chapter
meeting and recruitment drive spanning the first two weeks of the fall semester.
Alpha Xi Eta’s first official meeting for the semester commenced with elections for new
officers of the chapter, with Stephen Blackman being unanimously elected the chapter’s
president. After the elections, AXE engaged in a lively discussion on the direction the chapter
will take for the year. For the “Honors in Action” project, Alpha Xi Eta narrowed down the
selection between “Homelessness in the Community” and “Bullying in Schools.” Both subjects
sparked hearty dialog and debate among AXE members, and many thoughtful ideas for dealing
with both issues were discussed. Among the topics discussed were tuition assistance for the
homeless through the generous assistance from the Saint Augustine “Home Again” charity group,
and “Little Free Pantry’s” innovative small food pantries (mentioning these groups may benefit
your chapter and community). The energy dedication and willingness to get out and serve the
community could be felt through the meeting, and everyone seemed anxious to begin helping
their community.
To meet the demands and ambitions of AXE’s proposed programs for this year, AXE
engaged in the school’s annual recruitment drive for clubs at Saint John’s River State College,
“Club Rush.” There, AXE received spoke with students about the benefits of being a part of Phi
Theta Kappa.
To say the least, Alpha Xi Eta chapter in Saint Augustine, Florida, is pursuing a higher
standard of service and leadership, and excellence in the ultimate goal to serve the community.
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Beauty and Vulgarity
ETA NU
The Honors in Action and The College Projects are two of the most important Phi Theta Kappa
projects out there. They are a means for us to grow as students, scholars and individuals. For
our Honors in Action project, we decided to go with the theme of Beauty and Vulgarity. As
part of our research, we decided to meet with the Media Coordinator, Roy Adams at All
Children’s Hospital in Downtown, Saint Petersburg. In this meeting, we were given a tour of the
various art pieces in the facility and we were given a brief explanation on subjects such as the
history of the art piece, who donated the art piece, and what significance and role this art
piece has in affecting the mood and emotions of patients and visitors. The whole idea was to
incorporate the information we learned into our Honors in Action project and how it ties with
the idea of beauty and vulgarity.
We didn’t realize how much art played a huge role in altering a person’s perception and how
much positivity it brought to a person. Walking in to a facility as such, a person is pretty much
walking in to the unknown. Some children were rushed in for emergencies, others were having
their regular visits, and some were there for their treatment. It is almost a juxtaposition of both
positive and negative influences. This is because, on one end, you have children and parents
walking in to their worst nightmare, and on another end, you have these pieces of artwork
guiding them through this nightmare. It is definitely an atmosphere that cannot go unnoticed
because as soon as you take that first step in, you feel that inviting atmosphere that almost
speaks to you and says “you’re not walking alone”. Similar to how opposite charges attract,
positivity and negativity in this case are attracting to create that one bittersweet bond that is
enough to keep you going. One artwork that really caught our attention was the first piece that
was floating from the ceiling. This piece, titled Sky, was so beautiful that it caught our
attention almost every time we happened to walk past it. An uplifting piece of art like this,
whether intentional or unintentional, is very much symbolic of high spirit and emotions that
create that inviting and welcoming atmosphere mentioned earlier.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Omega Phi Chapter

Editorial Policy
Chapters submit articles between 300
and 400 words. The article must focus
on one chapter activity, project, or
idea. No “grocery lists” of chapter
activities will be accepted. No works of
fiction will be published. Articles will be
edited for grammar, mechanics, and
excessive length

Format for Submissions
Articles should be submitted electronically
in MS Word or rtf formats. Photos should
be sent as separate files. Jpeg is preferred.

Deadlines
Submission Date
DEC 1ST
FEB 1ST
JUNE 1ST
SEPT 1ST

Publication Date
DEC 15TH
FEB 15TH
JUNE 15TH
SEPT 15TH

Submit To
Jason Prosper
Florida Region Phi Theta Kappa
Broward College – Omega Phi Chapter
vpcommunications@ptkomegaphi.com

Articles which do not follow these
guidelines will not be published nor receive
credit for submission

The Athenian is the newsletter for the official Florida region of Phi Theta Kappa. Its purpose
is to facilitate the exchange of ideas and practices among the chapters in the region. It is published
four times a year by the Communication Chapter

