THE ADVISOR’S CORNER
Susan Lichtman– Beta Alpha Iota
Miami Dade College, Homestead Campus
Working with our Beta Alpha Iota officer team and members
has been quite an experience – one I would not trade for the world! I
took on the challenge of re-energizing a 20-year-old chapter at MDC
Homestead toward the end of 2017. At our campus, the PTK advisor
also plans and implements our annual Academic Awards ceremony,
as well as our Board of Trustees Scholarship program, so being
named Advisor in March 2017 meant I had to “hit the ground running,” with no time to spare! I began reaching out to our many PTK
chapter members to introduce myself (as Advisor) and invite their
involvement in helping us return to 5-Star chapter status. When
about 15 students came to that first meeting – in the middle of the
summer – I was delighted, encouraged, and knew we were ready to
move forward. The following year, we held two Induction ceremonies (one in the Fall semester, one in the Spring semester) for nearly
60 new PTK members. We attended our first Florida Regional Leadership Conference, participated in numerous Service events, and
started planning Honors in Action and College Projects, while two
chapter members were named to the All-Florida Academic Team. By
this past spring (2019), we were ready to attend our first Catalyst
conference – 11 of us! Once again, thanks to support from our campus administration, I was thrilled to be able to bring 10 students to
Orlando, to experience Catalyst and the amazing opportunities that
PTK offers. As if that were not enough, we came home with our first
regional award and first national Hallmark Award for our Honors in
Action project, and tons of enthusiasm. All our hard work truly had
paid off! As we continue to learn more about PTK, and take advantage of the many programs and opportunities that PTK offers, I
am so excited to be learning alongside our students. Whether increasing my skills, or polishing up existing ones, there are so many
ways that I, too, make a difference as lead advisor – and I could not
be more grateful!
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Together We Bowl,
United We Grow!
Beta Upsilon Upsilon
Polk State College
Fellowship plays a big role not only in Phi Theta
Kappa, but in our lives in general. As Phi Theta Kappa
members, it is very important to encourage fellowship.
What is a world without the feeling of togetherness or
unitedness? There is nothing better than forming positive
relationships with the people around us. After all, we are
all in this together. Beta Upsilon Upsilon, our Phi Theta
Kappa chapter based in Lakeland, Florida at Polk State College, strongly believes in one of our Hallmarks- Fellowship.
The chapter has made it a goal to have at least one fellowship activity a month, giving many opportunities for members and families of members, as
well as advisors to grow their relationships with one another and
have fun while doing so.
For the month of July, a
poll was provided giving members and advisors the chance to
vote on the activity they would
most like to do for that month. The activity with the most
votes ended up being a night of bowling. Members and advisors were invited and encouraged to attend this fun
night of bowling on July 14th at a local bowling alley. It
turned out to be so much fun! Everyone bonded with one
another while showing off their bowling skills (or lack of
bowling skills) ,and this all took place on a selected night
with a discount offered; as we all know, college students
need to keep it real cheap! This night not only gave members a chance to establish relationships with one another,
but it also gave members a chance to connect with the advisors. This chapter, and Phi Theta Kappa as a whole,
wouldn’t be where it is today without all these amazing
advisors who put so much into it. Our chapter is so excited
to see the chapter growing in such a positive way, and
these fellowship activates help it do just that. Members
and advisors look forward to voting on a new, fun activity
each month. Beta Upsilon Upsilon encourages all chapters
to make time for fellowship activities, as it is a fun way to
escape from all of life’s stressors while being able to bond
with one another. Here’s to next month’s fellowship activity!

Swamp Cabbage Festival
Beta Tau Pi
Florida Southwestern State College
Florida Southwestern State College
students from the Hendry/Glades Center
participated in Labelle’s annual Swamp Cabbage Parade on Saturday, February 23rd.
With the project led by members and advisors of the Beta Tau Pi Chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa, students quickly caught word and
were eager to participate and show their
“Buccaneer pride” on Saturday morning.
With such a small community and students
often having busy schedules, it seemed almost impossible to have the sufficient support needed. Yet FSW students were extremely dedicated to make their Swamp Cabbage debut successful, not only for the personal satisfaction but also for the community
to witness and recognize the hard work that
the students, faculty, and staff put forth. The
school and students wanted the Hendry
County community to see how united the
students and staff at FSW are and hopefully
encourage people to not only be interested
in FSW but also look into joining the Buccaneer team. Judges of the parade committee
saw our student’s efforts and awarded FSW
1st place in the youth and family category.
All of this could not have been accomplished
without the collaborative effort of students,
faculty, and staff.

Salvation Army by Alpha Gamma Delta
Before the summer 2019 term started, the Alpha Gamma Delta Chapter of Miami Dade College Medical Campus teamed up with the Salvation Army of the Greater Miami area to support their Apple Tree Program. The Salvation Army’s Apple Tree Program is uniquely designed to offer a personal involvement opportunity to individuals by providing back-to-school supplies and clothing for a specific underprivileged child for
the new school year. The program began in South Florida in 1997. Each of the Apples, sponsored by The Salvation Army, bears a child’s name, age, gender, and clothing and shoe size. The families of these children have
applied for back-to-school supplies and clothing assistance, and their needs have been carefully evaluated by
The Salvation Army. The Salvation Army Miami serves families in Allapattah, Little Haiti, Hialeah, Little Ha-

vana and South Miami. Their goal is to make sure that children in these communities get their back to school
necessities, so they are prepared for the school year. The children who do not get sponsored do not get what
they need to go back to school. We were very committed to help in some way to support these underprivileged children. We posted flyers around campus requesting back to school supplies for the four different age
groups and placed a large collection box in the Student Life area to store supplies. We spoke to our classmates and teachers to encourage them to donate supplies. On August 13th 2019, our officers and one advisor
went to drop off collected supplies. We were able to sponsor 11 children (apples). It felt great to meet some
of the children and families at the Salvation Army, as they came to collect the backpacks filled with their back
to school supply needs. There were a lot of happy children and families present. We will continue working
with the Salvation Army to support their Apple Tree Program and work with them to address the needs of
the homeless population in Miami.
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Member Recruitment by Xi Pi
Florida Gateway College, Lake City Campus
For the 2019-2020 academic year, one of Xi Pi’s
goals is focusing on member recruitment and increasing
member involvement, especially our alumni. It is always
an amazing experience when our alumni remain active
in the chapter and continue to inspire new members!
Their experiences, both within the chapter and the college, are invaluable towards teaching our newest members where our chapter has come from and why teamwork is important for success. Xi Pi’s officer team decided to create and host more fellowship events to meet
these chapter goals, so we collaborated throughout the
summer, trying to formulate new fellowship ideas.
This past summer semester became packed with
fellowship events, such as movie and bowling nights.
One movie night in particular stands out for its absolutely successful member turnout. Vice-President of Fellowship Rory McDermott created a poll of movie selections
on the chapter’s Facebook page, allowing members to
vote on what they wanted to watch. The movie
“Detective Pikachu” was the winner. Rory brought in a
popcorn machine and made (relatively) healthy popcorn
for the movie! Alongside the popcorn, we had candy,
drinks, and pizza for over a dozen members who attended! The movie night included lots of laughter and personal interaction between members. It was a wonderful
event filled with memories and it ended with the Xi Pi
members taking lots of funny selfies and chapter photos.
Xi Pi also held a bowling night at Cypress Lanes in
Winter Haven. This local event resulted in 20 members
and their families joining us. Xi Pi members represented
their chapter pride by wearing our gold shirts and bonded while playing in a team-based bowling competition.
Friends and family of Xi Pi members became more interested in our chapter, with several requesting to join Phi
Theta Kappa once they meet the requirements. Our fellowship event became a recruiting tool as well! Through
these fellowship events, Xi Pi officers, active members,
and alumni demonstrates that Phi Theta Kappa chapters
are truly a family. These fellowship events are only the
beginning of a successful academic term for the Xi Pi
chapter and we cannot wait to host more fellowship
events during the fall and spring semesters!

Faculty Appreciation by Delta Omicron
Palm Beach State College
The members of Delta Omicron feel that the faculty and professors at our
school do so much to improve our lives and they have a big impact on us as students. We also feel that their work has not been getting the thanks it deserves, and
we wanted to come up with a way to show our appreciation for all the hard work
the professors do. We started with a simple idea to get some people together where
all the professors could see them and know they are valued. We decided to have our
event at the teacher orientation before the start of the fall semester. After some discussion, we also realized that we needed a larger representation to show how much
we care. Delta Omicron got together with our school’s athletic department, and we
got teams such as volleyball, basketball, and softball to be a part of our event. As a
part of our efforts to praise our faculty, each of us came up with some brief and
meaningful phrases to put on posters and signs that represented how we feel such
as: “Welcome Back”, “Our Faculty is #1”, and “We Appreciate What You Do”. We
made sure that the faculty at the welcome could see our smiling faces as we all
stood outside the theater alongside the breakfast we set up for them. We had some
tents up and a breakfast bar comprised of coffee, bagels, bacon and more. Sadly, we
thought our event was over when it started to rain. However, we grabbed our rain
gear and umbrellas, and began to escort the faculty from their cars to the building
to keep them dry. This worked out great, because it was just another thing we could
do to show our thanks. Ultimately, our event was a huge success. We got to show
the professors how much we appreciate them with a warm welcome back from
summer vacation.

